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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 July 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) (E Claim(s) 1-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 3.11-15.20-30 and 32-39 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 1.2.4-10.16-19 and 31 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) E3 Claim(s) 1-39 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. t 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first office action for U.S. Application 10/618,847 for a Multiuse Device 
Mounting System and Method filed on July 14, 2003. 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 -31 , drawn to a repositionable mounting system, classified in 
class 248, subclass 177.1. 

II. Claims 32-39, drawn to a method for positioning an object, classified in 
class 248, subclass 694. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the repositionable 
mounting system could be used without adjusting the head relative to the plurality of 
members as claimed in the method steps. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art due to their 
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recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: Species 1 shown in figure 1, Species 2 shown in figure 4, and species figure 7. 
The species are independent or distinct because Species 1 shows a mounting system 
with a single cylindrical shaft, Species 2 shows a mounting system with a three 
cylindrical shafts, and Species 3 showing a mounting system with three cylindrical 
shafts under a mounting head (430) and one cylindrical shaft above the mounting head, 
with a mounting head (420) attached to the top. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1, 2, 4-10, and 17 are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 
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During a telephone conversation with Michael Woods on September 28, 2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Invention I, 
claims 1, 2, 4-10, 17, 18, 19, and 31 (figure 4). Affirmation of this election must be 
made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 3, 11-16, 20-30, and 32-39 
are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being 
drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-10, 16-18, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 2,684,822 to Odin. Odin discloses a repositionable mounting 
system with a flexible assembly (6) in the form of a plurality of members (three) having a 
first end and a second end. The assembly is adapted to be repetitively positioned into a 
plurality of orientations by moving the assembly into a first particular orientation wherein 
the assembly retains the particular orientation until the assembly is moved into a second 
particular orientation. There is a first mounting head (1 ) coupled to the 1 st end and 
capable of engaging a first mating structure and includes a plate (29) with a releasable 
bolt (28). The first mounting head is moveably coupled to the first end and the 
assembly can be moved to a plurality of orientations by bending. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Odin. 

Odin does not specifically disclose the plurality of members as being "sticky", but does 

disclose the plurality of members as being surrounded by a rubber coating (16). The 

Examiner is providing Official notice that "sticky" rubber is well known in the art, and one 

of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the present invention would have known to use a 

sticky rubber to assist in the gripping of the members as a matter of design preference. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,540,184 B2 to Thaxton 

U.S. Patent Application 2005/0205724 A1 to Carnevali 

U.S. Patent Application 2005/0205730 A1 to Carnevali 

U.S. Patent Application 2005/0092877 A1 to Carnevali 

U.S. Patent 5,937,537 to Miller 

U.S. Patent 4,629,150 to O'Callaghan 

U.S. Patent 5,931,560 to Hoffman. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Marsh whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-681 9. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM to 4:30 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3600. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 



Steven M. Marsh 




September 28, 2006 c Cari&Fnedman 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



